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Overview
It is part of SEPA’s remit to regulate the disposal of radioactive substances within Scotland, we do this through the issuing of permits. These permits regulate the quantity and activity of gaseous and aqueous radioactive waste which may be disposed of to the environment.
Rosyth Royal Dockyard Limited (RRDL) are decommissioning the laid-up submarines (LUSMs) that are held at the Rosyth Business Park in accordance with their radioactive substances permit.  This consultation has been issued in response to an application from RRDL to vary this permit
If you wish to review the RRDL application and supporting documents and provide comments for SEPA to consider as part of our process to determine if we will grant the variation please submit them to us by 30th October 2014
As part of this application SEPA has concluded that there are no actions required in relation to The Transboundary Radioactive Contamination (Scotland) Direction 2021. This direction effectively replaces what would have been required under Article 37 of the EURATOM Treaty that would have been required prior to Brexit.


Application details
We received an application from the Rosyth Royal Dockyard Limited, on 18th March 2023 for a variation to permit EAS/P/1173595/VN02.
RRDL have submitted a number of documents in support of their application. The documents include the application form, as submitted by the applicant, along with a technical supporting document. These documents, listed below, are available on request from SEPA or can be downloaded from the online web consultation page located at https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/radioactive-substances-unit/rosyth-royal-dockyard-ltd-variation-application
· RRDL variation EASR permit modular application forms sections 1, 2, 4 and 5.
· RRDL variation application supporting document (ref 2301005)
Why your views matter
This is your opportunity to let us know about any material information that you believe SEPA should consider as part of our determination process.
Should you wish to submit a response to this consultation, you can use one of the following options:
· use the web version of the consultation located at the following address https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/radioactive-substances-unit/rosyth-royal-dockyard-ltd-variation-application
· submit your response by e-mail to rsenquiries@sepa.org.uk; 
Background to the consultation
Rosyth Royal Dockyard Limited (RRDL) are undertaking the dismantling of 7 redundant nuclear submarines that are stored safely afloat in the non-tidal basin at Rosyth Business Park with their fuel removed before storage.  This constitutes part of the UK wide Submarine Dismantling Project (SDP) which aims to fully dismantle the UKs nuclear submarine fleet which is now out of service.  
The SDP is a staged project with RRDL having completed Stage 1 successfully and safely on four of the submarines at Rosyth Business Park so far.  Stage 1 of the SDP involved the removal of Low Level Radioactive Waste (LLW) from the submarines.  
In order for Stage 1 to commence RRDL had to apply to SEPA for a new Authorisation under the Radioactive Substances Act (1993) (RSA 1993).  This was granted by SEPA in 2016 and RRDL commenced dismantling activities that year. The Authorisation allowed the removal of LLW and permitted gaseous and liquid discharges to specific permitted limits.  Historic data has shown that RRDL has operated below the permitted limits in each Authorisation held. 
With the introduction of new legislation on 1 September 2018, known as the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018 (EASR), the original RSA 93 authorisation was superseded and a new disposal permit (EAS/P/1173595/VN01) came into effect.  There were no changes to the permitted limits.  
The SDP has now reached the point where RRDL are planning Stage 2 which involves the removal of Intermediate Level Radioactive Waste (ILW).  This is primarily the Reactor Pressure Vessel (RPV) associated with each submarine.
To allow RRDL to receive and manage the ILW from the submarines the RRDL permit needs to be varied by SEPA.  This will allow RRDL to remove all the remaining radioactive waste (including ILW) from the submarines in preparation for them to be fully dismantled and structural steel and non-active components either reused or recycled, where practicable. 
To accommodate this, a new facility is being built by RRDL at 2 Dock on Rosyth Business Park within the nuclear licensed site.  The new facility requires the installation of an active ventilation system.  RRDL are, therefore applying for a new authorised radioactive gaseous waste discharge point.  
RRDL have undertaken a review of the current facilities on the site and the levels of radioactive aqueous and gaseous discharges at this time and projected to the future due to the operations associated with Stage 2 of the SDP. 
Based on this review RRDL have identified that an increase to the current radioactive aqueous and gaseous discharge limits is also required.  RRDL have determined the new limits they are applying for using actual data or the best information currently available.  RRDL claim that the new limits will allow the site to continue flexibly with SDPs proposed activities without a need for a further application in the future.
The proposed limits have been modelled and assessed to determine whether there would be any environmental impact.  The models were used to assess the radiological dose to the public, to non-human species as well as the transboundary dose to the nearest country outside the UK.  All the results were well below the public dose limit of 1000 µSvy-1 and the screening value of 10 µSvy-1 for the protection of non-human species.



Questions
1. Do you have any information to provide us in relation to the increases in radioactive aqueous and gaseous discharge limits that RRDL have applied for that we should consider. Answer Yes or No.
· If you answered Yes, please provide details
2. Do you have any information to provide us in relation to any of the other requested changes as laid out within RRDL variation application supporting documents that we should consider? Answer Yes or No.
· If you answered Yes, please provide details
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For information on accessing this document in an alternative format or language please either contact SEPA by telephone on 03000 99 66 99 or by email to equalities@sepa.org.uk
If you are a user of British Sign Language (BSL) the Contact Scotland BSL service gives you access to an online interpreter enabling you to communicate with us using sign language.
http://contactscotland-bsl.org/
www.sepa.org.uk
Strathallan House, Castle Business Park, Stirling, FK9 4TZ
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For the future of our environment




