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Current framework
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Takes place too
late in the process

Information
requirements

change & takes too
long

Unstructured
difficult to manage

Regulatory ambition
is limited (eg
containment)

Focused upon
local impacts

Dependent upon
operator

monitoring

Permit too
complex & difficult

to understand

Operators

Interest groups
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Future framework
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Better
information to

support
Structured process

involving local
consultation

Should complete
within four

months.
Screening/

modelling looks
at wider impacts

More effective
monitoring and

auditing

Confident when
action is required

Information
requirements

clear

Strategic context:
sector plan, spatial plan,

company plan

Simpler & clearer
licence
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Pre-application
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Pre-application framework
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Monitor operation of farm
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Limit scale of
farm biomass
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authorisation with audit of
operator records. Occasional

inspection of use

Monitoring: existing No programme of
monitoring far-field effects

Fish farm cages

Adhoc reports of
impacts upon sensitive

receptors

X X

Monitoring limited to
cage edge & modelled

point.
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Monitoring: proposed
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SEPA monitors predicted
cumulative impacts
(benthic & nutrients).

Limit scale of farm
(biomass/feed input)
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tPre-notification with audit of

records of supplier & operator.
Occasional inspection of use

Fish farm cages

Relevant authorities
monitor possible
sensitive receptors
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